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economy, and there is a notable tendency to fatten. After the
middle period of gestation wasting becomes more apparent, due
to the increased demands of the foetus and the enlargement
of the mammary glands. Digestive troubles are not common.
In the later stages of gestation there is a tendency towards
constipation. Then, also, the uterus presses the abdominal
viscera against the diaphragm, and hampers the action of the
muscle. The respiratory movements become more numerous,
and the animal is easily distressed by exertion. The circula-
tion also experiences some changes. Although the heart has
not been shown to undergo dilatation or hypertrophy, as
occurs in woman, the blood-supply to the uterus is increased,
and the blood becomes increased in amount. Hence, the
increased work put on the circulatory system explains the
tendency to the production of oedema at the dependent parts
of the body, especially the posterior limbs and abdomen.
There is no appreciable alteration in the number of red blood-
corpuscles, but the number of leucocytes is increased.
The Position of the Foetus in the Uterus.
The position of the foetus in the uterine cavity is very
nearly constant in the same species, and this position it retains
more or less until near parturition, when it is changed. No
doubt changes in position may be brought about by the
movements of the foetus and mother.
Burgnone states that at the ninth or tenth month of
gestation the foetus, with its head directed backward, is bent
so that the mouth touches the breast, the body forms an arch of
a circle, the limbs are flexed, and the croup and haunches are
at the bottom of the uterus. According to Colin, towards the
termination of pregnancy the foetus of the mare lies with the
belly upwards, the hind limbs in the longest of the uterina
cornua, and the anterior limbs and head directed towards the
cervix. In the cow the body of the foetus is curved and
much inclined, and looks as if almost lying on one side, and the
limbs are flexed. The belly of the foetus of ruminants is
directed downwards according to Colin, and the head is
directed backwards.
In multiparous animals the foetuses are distributed in the